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the weathered signs of pre-
verbal thoughts, the privilege

of magic and blurred images,

the looking, the clinging of feelings,
a brain blooming, a word taking
shape, the risky business

of one eye watching another

SALMON SWIMMING

| have salmon swimming

upstream inside me

rainbow trout shimmer in my brain
a tranquil mountain tarn

a catfish scrounges

my intestines for leftovers

| tattoo rose petals on my forearms
in spring

wave my cactus hand high

in summer

in the fall

kick my cobweb legs

and come home early





